


The college search….



Where do you start?

What can you afford?



COLLEGE ADMISSIONS CRITERIA

1. Strength of Transcript

2. Grade Point Average (GPA)

3. Class Rank

4. SAT and/or ACT Scores

5. Extracurricular Activities

6. Awards

7. Recommendation Letters

8. Personal Essays

9. Personal Interviews



All colleges and most scholarship 
applications will request one.

*Official Transcript- includes a signature 
and an official school stamp or seal, 

verifying authenticity

Unofficial Transcript- no official seal or 
signature



• 4 Years of English

• 3 Years of Math (Algebra I & II & Geometry)

• 3 Years of Science (at least 2 lab sciences)

• 3 Years of Social Studies

• 2-3 Years of the same Foreign Language

• 2 Years of Fine, Practical, Visual, or Performing Arts

*Generally, college bound students should take as 
much college preparatory math, science, English, 
foreign language, and social studies as they can 
handle academically.  A minimum of 16 college 
preparatory classes is recommended.



GPA is the average of a student’s semester 
or end of year grades, starting with the 
freshman year.

Most high schools use a 4.0 scale where A=4, 
B=3, C=2, and D=1.

We have “weighted grades” for honors and advanced 
placement courses, in which the index is 1.2.

Higher grades=Higher GPA

*End of the junior year GPA is very important!



Class rank is a way to determine where a 
student stands academically in his/her 
graduating class, based on GPA.

Many scholarship applications stipulate that a 
student must be in the top 10%, 20%, etc. of 
his/her class.



How do I find the right school?
www.collegeboard.com

 Four year or two year

 Public or private school

 Size- less than 2,000, 2,000-15,000, or bigger



 Setting-urban, suburban, rural

Distance from home

College majors



www.collegeboard.com Cost & financial aid  
 Monmouth University - $24,000 tuition

 TCNJ- $12,308

 Admission criteria

 Housing options-
 Are you able to bring your car?



MEETING THE REPS

 The following colleges/universities come to 
Pinelands in the fall: 

Farleigh Dickinson, Salisbury, Kings College, St. 
Elizabeth, Washington College, Kent State 
University, Delaware Valley, Georgian Court, 
Montclair State, Rowan, Stockton, Monmouth, 
Rider, Wilkes, William Patterson, Temple West 
Chester, Drew, Marywood, Kean, NJIT, OCC, 
Lock Haven, Georgian Court 



Meeting the reps

 The colleges/universities’ visits are advertised 
on the school’s website, in Guidance and on 
the announcements.  

 Students sign up in Guidance.  



SAT I:  *Reasoning test which consists of 3 sections: Math, 
Critical Reading, and Writing, with scores ranging from 200 
to 800 for each ($47)

*Highest score=2400 *Estimated Time: 3 hrs 35 min

*Calculators may be used on the math section

SAT II:  *1 hour subject tests that are required for some 
colleges or freshman placement (begins at $31)

SAT test dates are in Oct, Nov, Dec, Jan, Mar, May, & June.

ACT:  *college entrance exam taken during junior 
or senior year, preferred by colleges in the mid and 
southwest US ($31) 

*Students receive composite scores and scores in 
English, Reading, Math, and Science Reasoning



•Continue to monitor academic progress.

•Update student’s list of activities and awards.

•Make sure your student takes the SAT I, SAT II, or ACT for the 
1st time or for their 2nd attempt.

•Students are recommended to take the SAT’s once in the Spring 
of their Junior year, and once in October/November of their senior 
year. March 12th and June 4th are the SAT dates for Pinelands. 

•Students need to register for the SATs online ($45). Students 
can send four “free” score sends during registration ($10 for 
additional).  

Score Choice-you can select scores by test date to send to a 
college.



What can you do to help your 
college bound junior?

 Visit colleges.  (Spring & summer of junior 
year) Every student has four days of college 
visitation (per year)with pre-approval from 
guidance counselor and proper 
documentation upon return to school.



•Obtain college and scholarship applications 
as soon as they become available.

•Remind your child to touch base with 
teachers and counselors about 
recommendation letters.

•Make sure student portions of applications 
are filled out neatly and completely before 
they are given to Student Services at least 2 
or 3 weeks before deadlines.



•Must graduate in top 15% of high school class
•Matriculated and enrolled full-time (12 or more non-
remedial/non developmental credits)
•Up to 15 credits/semester paid for
•State Residency for minimum of 12 months
•MUST FILE A COMPLETE FAFSA
•Must attend Ocean County College or Burlington County 
College depending on county of residence.
•Up to five semesters are paid for. Two year window of 
eligibility after high school, provided no other college 
attended



 Once in the NJ STARS program:

 Student must maintain full-time status

 Maintain a 3.0 GPA in their 1st semester and a 
cumulative 3.0 GPA thereafter.

 Students below the required GPA after their 1st 
semester will be referred for remediation.



 Have to have been part of NJ STARS to be eligible for NJ STARS II

 Must have graduated from county college with a cumulative GPA of 
3.25

 Student must start enrollment at 4 year institution no later than the 
following academic year (Fall or Spring semester)

 Family income cannot exceed $250,000 and you must earn an 
associates degree. 

 Combination of STARS II funding, institutional waiver/grants, 
state/federal grants and scholarships will cover up to 18 
credits/semester for four consecutive semesters. (all tuition and 
approved fees)

 VERY IMPORTANT! Must continue to file FAFSA every year!



www.eligibilitycenter.org
•The Clearinghouse determines athletic eligibility, 
academic preparation and performance of student-
athletes, and related issues.

•If your child is interested in participating in Division I 
or II sports, he/she needs to register with the NCAA 
Initial -Eligibility Clearinghouse. ($60)



16 Core Courses (www.ncaa.org)

•4 years of English

•3 years of math (Algebra I or higher)

•2 years of natural/physical science (1 year of lab if 
offered by high school)

•1 year of additional English,math, or natural/physical 
science

•2 years of social science

•4 years of additional courses (from any area above or 
foreign language, nondoctrinal religion/philosophy, 
computer science*) *Computer science will no longer 
meet core course requirements on or after 8/1/05



 Rutgers- December 1, 2010-$65.00

 The College of New Jersey-January 15, 2010-
$70.00

 Stockton-May1, 2011-$50.00

However, for scholarships January 31, 2011
Presidential Scholarship 1,400+ Top 5% $18,000

Provost's Scholarship 1,250+ To 10% $11,000

Dean's Scholarship 1,150+ Top 15% $7,000

Stockton Scholarship* varies varies $2,000+



Helpful for academic scholarships :

•outstanding GPA  

•High test scores

•Excellent recommendations

•Involvement in school and/or community activities

*A student must be genuinely outstanding 
to receive athletic or talent scholarships.



•A list of scholarship opportunities is located on the 
bulletin board outside of the Student Services office 
and on the school’s website.

• Be sure to check parent employers for 
organization/union or military veterans 
scholarships.

• Apply for any specific college scholarships that the 
student’s qualifications match.



•Apply for local scholarships.  This information will 
be available in the spring in the student services 
office.  Students must apply to be considered.

•Be aware of deadlines!

•Look for books and web sites with scholarship 
information.  (www.fastweb.com )

•Be organized, and make copies of everything!



http://www.hessa.org

http://www.collegeboard.org

http://www.petersons.com

http://www.finaid.org

http://www.collegeguides.com

http://www.usnews.com

http://www.princetonreview.com

http://www.fastweb

http://www.hessa.org/


Naviance

 http://connection.naviance.com/Pinelands

 All students have a log in and password.

 A comprehensive career and college planning 
tool.  

http://connection.naviance.com/Pinelands
http://connection.naviance.com/Pinelands



