In December Mrs.
Schaffer announced a
project for our school
called The Pajama Drive.
She told me that she first
saw the idea in a maga-
zine and thought it was
wonderful idea. Mrs.
Schaffer was thinking of
children who did not own
pajamas. The pajamas
would be donated to an
organization who would
give them to children, in
foster care, homeless

and abused shelters, and
in the hospital. The kids
will be receiving them
before the holidays. Mrs.
Schaffer thanks every-
one who brought in a
new pair of pajamas and
placed them in the boxes
in the history classrooms,
student services and
school clubs. “When |
first inquired about the
pajama program, the
students and | were hop-
ing to collect 100 pair of

new pj's. The response
from the staff and stu-
dents has been nothing
short of remarkable! Our
last count this morning
was 167 pairs of pj's for
the kids. We thank all of
you from the bottom of
our hearts for all of your
generosity. You have all
made a difference in
someone's life this holi-
day season.”

The season of giving
and holiday cheer has
reached Pinelands Re-
gional JHS. The Na-
tional Junior Honor
Society, P.R.I.D.E. and
S.A.D.D. members
combined efforts to
give happiness to men
and women who are
fighting overseas and
soldiers who have
been wounded in the
line of duty. During
class and after school
students wrote numer-
ous cards to show our
military that they are in
our hearts and not for-
gotten. Under the su-

pervision of Mrs.
Zedalis, Mrs. Wyckoff,
Mrs. Schaffer and
other faculty, students
were able to experi-
ence the joy of giving
to others. The feeling
of being thought of and
remembered during
this time of year is
something we all de-
sire. Many are unable
to go home for the
holidays so a little bit
of home will be
brought to them. Over
700 cards were do-
nated, written and
mailed. Thank you to

Tuckerton Borough
Council for the idea
and to all who donated
cards and wrote mes-
sages from the heart.
Thanks for your sup-
port.
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YOUR
CHARACTER
TRULY DOES

COUNT!

Next Year by Brandi Hein
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It's one more year down the drain
And it seems to have been just
another stressed set of ideals

To how it should have been,
Gone and ended, tried but true
Another year of what ‘should
have been’

Another year of what ‘could have
been’

Well | can't live for things that
didn’t happen

And | really don't think it's worth
my life to live it for what never
happened

What never will happen

What | can never change

So I'll just keep trying to make
this year better

Learn from my mistakes

Maybe try not to take as much as

| did

And expect as much from people
who never did comprehend that
| cannot live up to what they ex-
pect

What | look like

Well that's all you get

And I'm not going to try so hard
To do what you want me to
Because it's just not worth it

If you expect me to be someone
I'm not

So here’s to the next year,

Yes the one yet to come

Maybe it will end up better

Then all the ones that have up
and gone
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By Melissa Cramer

Pillars here, pillars there.
Pillars are everywhere!
There are six pillars of
character and they're eve-
rywhere. As you know the
six pillars of character are
fairness, trustworthiness,
caring, respect, responsi-

bility, and citizenship. Even

if you don’t recognize it,
you use all of these char-
acters everyday. Like you
play fair in games. You

trust your friends with se-
crets, you care about your
family and friends, you

respect your teachers, you

take responsibility for your

action, and you recycle. So
as you can see you do use

the six pillars of character.
That's great because your

character truly does count!
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Editor’s Notebook: Responsibility

by Natalie Barillaro

Wouldn't it be nice if you
could go through life
and not need to remem-
ber to bring your home-
work to school every
day or walk your dog
when you came home? |
think it would, but unfor-
tunately, with life comes
responsibility.
Responsibility means
taking charge of your life
by doing what is ex-
pected of you and ac-
cepting your actions.
Responsibility can help
you do better in school
and stay on top of your
chores.

I'm sure you've all seen
that classic Character
Counts! lesson with the
rice and the golf balls. If
the rice resembles your
leisure time and the golf
balls resemble your
chores, you obviously
want to put the rice in
first, right? But if you do
that, nothing fits. Now,
supposedly, if the golf
balls go in first, every-

thing fits. There’s still
rice almost hanging out
of the cup, and some-
times it doesn't all fit. It's
still close.

The point the teachers
are trying to make is
that, if you sacrifice ten
to fifteen minutes of
your free time, you'll get
everything done that
you want.
Responsibility is not just
doing the things you
must. You also need to
acknowledge your ac-
tions once you've made
them.

There’s the example of
hitting a baseball into a
window, yet another
classic. You and your
friend were playing
some variation of base-
ball at the time, and
your neighbor comes
out to yell at you, only
his anger is not directed
to you, but at your
friend!

Here’s where the drama
really starts: do you let

yourself get off scot-
free, or do you tell your
neighbor that it's your
fault and promise to re-
pair his window? Yes,
promising to repair the
window is part of ac-
cepting your actions.

If you chose the second
option, then my bet is
that the neighbor will
probably forgive you,
since you took the re-
sponsibility to repair the
window. It's also the re-
sponsible thing to do,
and we’re aiming for
responsibility.
Sometimes, when we
take the responsibility
for something, it is after
the fact, when we real-
ize that it is not easy.
That is one of the great-
est challenges of all. All
responsibilities are im-
portant, however, so
you should stick with
them, because it defines
you as a real person of
character.

Christmas Cookies For Thought

by Aurora Pover

What do you do for
Christmas? Everyone
has something special
they do, but some peo-
ple don't have Christ-
mas at all. Think about
all the people who don't
celebrate a Christian
holiday. Think of all the
people in foreign coun-
tries who are too poor to

think about Christmas.
What about them?
People have a way of
not respecting others
who believe things other
than what they do.
Kwanzaa, Hanukkah,
and many holidays be-
sides Christmas are of-
ten disregarded. In the
past, people have
started wars over the

religion that they prac-
tice, and shunned oth-
ers for their beliefs.

This shouldn’t happen in
the modern world. It still
does, though. Be toler-
ant of other people this
holiday season.

YOU ALSO NEED
TO
ACKNOWLEDGE
YOUR ACTIONS
ONCE YOU'VE
MADE THEM.
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WHILE SHE WAS
GONE,
SOMEONE
PLANTED A DEAD
BODY IN HER
GARDEN.
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Summer: Garden Murder:

A book review

by Monica Fajardo
Louse Eldrige was a
woman with her own gar-
dening talk show. Peter
Hoffman was a former
murderer released from a

four year asylum sentence.

One day while holding a
party at her home, Peter
crashed and entered unin-
vited. The guests were
filled with fear; Peter was
asked to leave.

After the party, Peter broke
into Louse’s house and
tried to kill her, but failed.
No one believed Louse’s
story but thought that she
held a grudge against
Peter. Louse developed
anxiety from staring death
in the face, so she went on
vacation. While she was
gone, someone planted a
dead body in her garden.
Peter Hoffman was the

freshly killed body.

Louse had no idea who did
this, although she was in-
terrogated and accused of
committing the crime.

Who murdered him?

Read to discover.

This book is recommended
for older audiences.

A World That | Want To See

by Aurora Pover

Through the waters of time
Dipping in and out
Memories all around
Frolicking about

The deep green tree

With the shiny bright star
The tree blanket

Where the presents are

The ones you love gathering near
Amid the holly and garland
Dangling ornaments adhere

Vivid in your mind

And that’s all anyone remembers
But if they looked they’ed find
There are many other holidays
Of every different kind

If people put the Star of David

Atop their Christmas tree

And a kinara was a centerpiece
At the Christmas party

If people could accept each other

No matter what their religion will
be

That's the kind of world

That | want to see




Gone Away, Once Again by Amanda Bracarello

Guess what time it is, kids!
Yes, it does happen to be the
Holiday Season, but that isn’'t
all. The great coming of the
infamous Holiday Season
also means the year has al-
most ceased. This end leads
to a new beginning.

So, since 2007 has almost left
us, you should take the time
to look back at its events.
How did you do on those fi-
nals last school year? Did you
party over the summer? Were
there any vacations or memo-
rable people? How has the
beginning of this school year
been? New friends, enemies,
lessons?

Reflect on your actions this
year. Are you happy with
what you have done? Did
some things go not so well?
Figure out what you liked and
did not like. This is the bring-
ing of a fresh start.

| bet you anticipated this.
Bam, its time for New Year’s
Resolutions! We've all heard
of those. Thinking on the past
year, you pledge to do some-
thing to either keep the good
things happening or stop the
bad ones from continuing.
Resolutions tend to be ex-

tremely hopeful, rather than
realistic. This isn't the resolu-
tion-maker’s fault. They want
their commitment to work.
Unfortunately, more resolu-
tions are made than are fol-
lowed through.

Many people will pledge to
lose weight. It is a nice goal,
but maybe weight isn't the
underlying issue. You might
just need to tone up and eat
healthier, which may or may
not change your weight, but
will definitely improve your
body and how you feel. That,
and you can't expect to do
ten sit-ups and have rock
hard abs.

Resolutions will vary from
person to person. Some stu-
dents might not be doing well
with their grades. It might be
good for these students to
commit to studying more and
trying harder. They also must
realize changinga D to an A
is not an overnight process,
and it will take work.

Joining a new activity or after
school club is a good way to
pass time. Maybe you could
join the Wildcat Press? Be-
coming involved in the com-
munity is more rewarding

than it sounds.

Other students might have a
lot of drama in their life-no, |
am not talking about Mr. Di-
Francia or Mr. Miller’s teach-
ings. There are probably
many different reasons for
this, whether they feel it is
their fault or not. Do you lie?
Do you ‘gossip™? Are you
trustworthy? Are you honest?
| hate to make a cheesy char-
acter counts reference, but |
think I just did. Be consider-
ate. If your best friend tells
you who she’s in love with,
will you go and blab it to who-
ever has ears? Would you
want that to happen to you?
How about those kids your
circle finds to be so weird? Do
you even know them? Being
judgmental will cause you to
miss out on so much of the
world. I’'m not saying for you
to go sit with them at lunch or
something, but at least stop
talking about them. If they are
really that interesting to talk
about, maybe you should
actually speak to them.

Think about your life. Set
goals. A new year is just
about to start, so enjoy it!

REFLECT ON
YOUR ACTIONS
THIS YEAR.
ARE YOU HAPPY
WITH WHAT YOU
HAVE DONE?

! #

by Natalie Barillaro

It's December again, and
once again people are rush-
ing around buying gifts for
Christmas, Hanukkah or
Chinese New Year. If you've
ever heard the song, Silver
Bells, then you know what |
mean.

People flock to malls and
stores at four o’clock in the
morning to buy presents on
Black Friday. They scream
and yell at each other and
pay no care to other drivers
on the road. Is that seriously
what the holidays are?
Sure, gift giving is an enjoy-
able part of the December
season, but that is not the
true meaning.

The real meaning of these
holidays is encoded perhaps
all too carefully in specials.
Instead of messages about
sales and buy-one-get-ones,
shouldn’t we be hearing peo-
ple wishing for peace on
Earth and good will to all
men, women and children?
Can’t we all just get along for
one month of the year?

Have you heard of the Christ-
mas Truce of World War
One? In 1914, on Christmas
Eve, the Germans and the
French, two rivals at war, met
in no-man’s land to celebrate
Christmas and to play foot-
ball. [Cont'd page 6]
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The True Meaning

[Continued from page 5]
These two armies did this
spontaneously, without
instruction or previous
thought. Right in the mid-
dle of a war, two enemies
celebrated Christmas.
This historical act proves
to me that not even war
can stop the power of the
holiday spirit. The holiday
spirit is something that not
a lot of people have nowa-
days. They're all too
concerned with their own
lives and their incessant
December gift giving to
care about other people.

How can one focus on
peace on Earth and good
will to all men, women and
children when they're wor-
ried about things that, in
the grand scheme of
things, don't really matter?
Just because the holidays
have become too commer-
cial, it doesn’t mean that
you can't celebrate them
properly. You can'’t just
forget about some of the
most important times of
the year because they're
blown out of proportion.
Just because someone
celebrates the holidays

one way, it doesn't
mean you have to cele-
brate in the same way.
| ask you to take some
time away from your
December traditions to
consider the real
meaning of what you're
celebrating, because if
we don't hold it in our
hearts, we might just
lose it.
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Clubs by Melissa Cramer

Many times you ask
yourself what you
should do because
there’s nothing to do.
Here’s a suggestion;
join a club or activity
after school. | know it
doesn’t sound huge,
but, when you choose
something you like, time
goes by so fast because
of all the excitement. If

you're trying to find
something fun to do, but
you can'’t pick one, talk
to your teachers and
maybe they could tell
you about some activi-
ties. It's really fun, so
get up and go: play,
hang out with friends
that you can’t see out-
side of school because
they live far away, just

do something! Also, if
there’s something you
want to do, but the
school doesn't offer it,
get together with some
friends. All I'm really try-
ing to say is: get up, get
out, and have fun!
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[Story continued from
the November issue...]

As we approached the
family’s domain, a gate
of metal arose weight-
lessly from the ground.
Entering, | heard a fero-
cious growl. The door
opened, and a four-
legged monster began
to attack us. | observed
the house, and some-
thing that I've never
seen before caught my
gaze. It was a triangle of

green, with colorful, big,
flashy lights of bright-
ness. The girl brought
me to her lair, placing

me on her area of sleep.

“Hello, there. From now
on you shall be called
Jared the Doll.”

I will my mouth to move
the same as hers did,
and slowly said, “Hello.”

To be continued...

$

Mr. Jon Gaspich, a col-
lector of rocks and min-
erals, gladly paid a visit
to Pinelands on Thurs-
day, December 06,
2007. He works at Toms
River High School.

“| started getting into
rocks and minerals in 7"
or 8" grade,” He said to
the classes that came to
see his presentation.

He was extremely inter-
active, asking the audi-

ence questions and pro-
viding a plethora of vis-
ual aides. Some of them
were a huge piece of
petrified wood from the
Petrified Forest in Ari-
zona, geodes, fossils,
gemstones, rocks,
shells, and many, many
others.

Mr. Gaspich taught us a
lot about rocks and min-
erals, and we’re very
thankful for his visit.

%

“l STARTED
GETTING INTO
ROCKS AND
MINERALS IN 7™
OR 8™ GRADE...”
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School Based Youth
January 5 Cirque du Soleil
January ? Ice Skating
Peer tutoring Tuesdays 3:15pm to 5:15pm JHS room 218
Stop in JHS room 116 for more info!

Mix It Up Lunch By Alaire Thomas and Katina Karvan

On November 18", the Jr.
Interact Club held Mix It
Up Lunch. During Mix It Up
Lunch, students were as-
signed tables which were
different from where they
normally sat. Students
played games and got to
meet and know new
friends. At the end of the
period, they received
chocolate bars with stick-
ers underneath the Mix It
Up wrapping. Unwrapping
their chocolate, Mix It Up
lunchers discovered
whether or not they won a
prize. The Jr. Interact Club
would like to thank Mrs.
Mongold for donating
many of the prizes that
were given away!




