by Liz Michaelson

Pinelands Pays It Forward is a
new program that Pinelands
Regional JHS started this year.
Using the six pillars of Charac-
ter Counts!, our Pinelands Pays
It Forward project involves
students going out into our
community to help people. Kids
from the 7", 8", and 9" grades
watched a movie called “Pay It
Forward” at the High School.
During the movie, some of us
were thinking, “What if we
were like the kid in the movie
and started a whole chain of
people making a difference in
the world?” We wondered, if
we did something nice for

someone, would that person
keep it going by helping other
people. After the movie the

JHS Student Council asked us
guestions. Students really liked

the movie, thinking it was very
interesting and great to watch
for this project. The end of the

movie was really sad to us. The

kids that went this year really
hope that Pinelands Pays It

Forward next year. If you didn’t

get an official chance to pay it

forward this year, you could still

be helpful in your neighbor-

hood. Do something significant

and caring for another person

STAR*GATE Washington DC Escapade

By Aurora Pover

On January 31 and
February 1%, 7", and 8"
grade STAR*GATE stu-
dents traveled to our na-
tion’s capitol, Washing-
ton DC. During the over-
night trip, the students
visited the Capitol Build-
ing, the Holocaust Mu-
seum, the National
Aquarium, the Science
Museum, Arlington
Cemetery, and several
memorials, including the
Korean Veterans’ Memo-
rial, the Jefferson Memo-
rial, and the Lincoln Me-
morial. When the
STAR*GATE students
went last year, a group
picture was taken in front
of the Lincoln Memorial.

This group photography
session is now a tradi-
tion.

Excited parents and
teachers went along as
well. Mr. Young, Mrs.
Lobdell, Ms. Leek, Ms.
Turse and fourteen par-
ents chaperoned the out-
ing. There were 36 hard
working teens, plus the
chaperoning parents and
teachers equaled 53.
Mr. George Young
planned and organized
the trip, traveling last fall
to Washington DC. to
scope out details. The
trip ran smoothly with
the dedication and per-
severance of Mr. Young
and his crew of young

adults, who worked for
months beforehand to
make it happen. Sched-
ules were compiled,
checks were collected,
letters were written, pres-
entations were made at
meetings. The students
earned the trip with their
hard work! The parents
paid money to fund the
students’ travel.

Thank you to supervisor
Mr. Steve Fischer, princi-
pal Mr. Michael Melega,
teachers and parents
who paved the way for
the students to get to
Washington DC. The
STAR*GATE Washing-
ton DC trip was fun, edu-
cational and is now a
timeless memory.
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Thirty-nine students
have delivered duplica-

| tion, audio visual equip-
ment and lamination;
decorated seasonally;
prepared book fairs and
StarLab; and videotaped
class projects and

" school events. Thank
you, JHS Media Club.

# $%

Math Club. Teachers
enjoyed a buffet of

by Sarah Godfrey
On March 14", 2008,

the JHS Math Club
hosted the Pi Day Café
for all teachers in the
faculty cafeteria. Ad-
mission was three dol-
lars. Tickets were
bought at the door or
from members of the
JHS Math Club. All pro-
ceeds benefited the JHS

round foods, such as
round brownies, cook-
ies, bagels, and, of
course, pie! Also, many
students tried Pi Day
activities in their
classes. Thank you for
your support of the JHS
Math Club.
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by Natalie Barillaro

“Cruelty might be very
human, and it might be
cultural, but it's not
acceptable.”

Jodie Foster has won
two Oscars for her lead-
ing roles in The Silence
of the Lambs and The
Accused, and she also
has the right idea about
caring.

Sometimes society sees
it as impressive or better
to not care about peo-
ple. The saying “do unto
others before they do
unto you” is a perfect
example. Even the me-
dia can portray unfeel-
ing characters in TV
shows as likeable and
popular. Insensitivity,
however, is no substi-
tute for caring when you
want friends.

Caring for the people

around you is possibly
one of the hardest
things to do. Why
should you care if your
friend just failed the sci-
ence test? What does it
matter to you if your little
sister’'s hamster passed
away, when she didn’t
pay all that much atten-
tion to it anyway? It
should matter a lot.
When you care for oth-
ers, they will probably
treat you the same. Not
only that, but you can’t
deny the fact that you
can feel something good
when you are nice to
people.

Someone once told me,
“when a good deed is
done, it has a positive
effect on three people:
the one doing it, the one
who it is done to, and
the one who sees it.”

Benefiting three people,
including yourself,
should be reason
enough to care about
people.

Showing you care is not
something you can keep
exclusively to your
friends and family. If you
see someone who's
down on their luck, un-
happy, or whatever else
that stands as an im-
pediment to a good day,
give them a smile or
wave to them. Ask them
how they’re doing. Even
small things like that can
go a long way.

Showing that you care
takes only a little time
out of your schedule.
Why can't you do it
every day? In my opin-
ion there is no good ex-
cuse for at least not try-
ing. When Pinelands

starts the Caring Pillar
in March, take the
time to show people
that you care.

“Cruelty might
be very
human, and it
might be
cultural, but
it's not
acceptable.”

Volcano Projects

by Alaire Thomas

Can you recall when Mr.
Timmerman'’s science
classes made volcano
research projects a few
weeks ago? The stu-
dents had the choice of
working with a partner
or alone. The students
chose a volcano to re-
search, made an oral
presentation and a vis-
ual aid. For the visual
aid the students could
chose to make a model,
PowerPoint, or a video.
The most popular visual
aid was to make a

model of their volcano.
Many volcanoes could
explode by adding bak-
ing soda and vinegar.
The students had to find
out the location, coordi-
nates, type of volcano,
type of explosions, near-
est city’s population,
and last known explo-
sion to put in their oral
presentation. If you had
listened to the great oral
presentations you would
have learned a great
deal of information
about these volcanoes.

You can tell how hard the students worked on

their beautiful volcanoes.
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Before You Hit Send by Amanda Bracarello

You could be
letting a
complete

stranger into

your world ...

The internet is a glorious
place! However, there are
ways people can take ad-
vantage of you if you
aren’t careful.

There’s more to internet
safety than not talking to
strangers on the internet.
Lying through text is easy.
Someone can create a
convincing profile in a mat-
ter of minutes. Finding pic-
tures is as easy as pulling
photos from a search en-
gine. Interests are easy to
fake because of the splen-
did internet itself; informa-
tion is easily accessible.
With every good invention,
there is a down side.
While going through your
escapades on the internet,
here are some ideas that
you should keep in mind.
What you write, to whom
you write it and how you
word it are issues. You
should also be aware of
who you let access your
profiles, pictures, and
passwords.

Anything you write on the
internet can be traced.
Everything you post can
be found by anyone if they
know what they're doing. If
a future employer
searched your name, what
would they find? Data trav-
els to multiple people in
the blink of an eye. A
piece of information may
be misinterpreted because
emphasis, tone and facial
expressions cannot be
shown through written
word. A joke may be taken
as an insult because of
this.

To keep information se-
cure, you need to keep
your passwords to your-
self. You also need to be
aware of whom you add to
your friends list on per-
sonal profiles; people may
not be who you think they
are. You could be letting a
complete stranger into
your world who may use
whatever you have posted
to pretend they know you,
gain your trust, and track

you down. This is why it's
important to abstain from
posting information or pic-
tures that could be used to
identify your location.
Imagine someone from
school who you aren't ex-
actly on the best terms.
What if they got a hold of
what you just posted on
your journal? What if they
saw those pictures of you
with your friends or signifi-
cant other? What if they
used these things to black-
mail you? Another bad
scenario is your parents
finding your personal sites.
This is why you need to
keep all of your settings to
private and think before
you hit send.
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Column of Cool Words by Aurora Pover

A list of things that big
words do:

~Make you look smart.
~Confuse people.

~Give the idea that you
know what you're describ-
ing.

Corollary-the  immediate
effect of an event, conclu-
sion, result

Aberrant- random or unex-
pected

Acme- the peak of power
or highest point

Flagellate— to hit or whack

Reconnaissance— to in-
spect

Catechize— to teach or

educate

Exult— to show joy

Facile- simple or easy
Astute- intelligent or hav-

ing good judgment, crafty,
cunning

In the event that you ever
need to do any of the
above, hopefully these
words will help. Of course,
a thesaurus helps, too. It's
always easier to have the
answers at hand. | know
that really confusing, enor-
mous, enlightening words
have helped me time after
time. In that light, the best
of luck to you on your em-
ployment of imposing
words into future adages.

A Monkey on the Moon

by Billy Johnson

"5,4, 3, 2,1,
blast off!"

As the night begins, a
small chimp goes to bed
and waits excitedly for a
dream to form. Whether
in his dream he would
save the world, be filthy

on?" Then he hears
people counting down:
"5, 4, 3, 2, 1, blast off!"

Whoa! An intense shak-

ing happens. Then he
hears a loud thud. The

hears a loud ringing.
"Why did you wake me
up?" wearily asked the
monkey. At breakfast
the chimp said to his
parents, "Guess what |

rich, or simply just re- monkey looks outside want to be?"
member his day, it didn't and sees the moon. He
matter to him, just as jumps out of the space
long as he got to dream. shuittle.
The chimp sees himself  Once he jumps out, the
in a spacesuit and he chimp starts to float and
wonders, "What's going float and float, until he
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“No thinking - that comes
later. You must write your
first draft with your heart.
You rewrite with your
head. The first key to writ-
ing is... to write, not to
think!”

That is a quote from the
movie Finding Forrester.
Many people complain
about writing, usually be-
cause they find it difficult,
but, when you write from
the heart, writing becomes
a ridiculously easy task. To
start off, if you can’t think
of a topic, you should de-
scribe a memorable ex-
perience you have had,;
perhaps a miserable de-
pression or a hilariously
ironic day. Remember the
emotions you felt; write
them down.

A common problem with
writing assignments are
words that are blunt and
boring. “I was so angry” or
“l was about to cry” makes
the reader want to tear up
an essay and read the
next one. Don’t be annoy-
ingly vague! Instead of
saying, “| was about to
cry”, begin with, “My eyes
swelled up while | was

fighting back tears. My
nose turned red and my
hands began to shake
from complete humiliation.”
That is descriptive writing.

| know | shouldn’t be so
tough on people though,
because some just find it
difficult to write. Here’s a
tip: use a thesaurus and
add adjectives. Adjectives
are words that describe a
noun or pronoun. If you
were going to write about a
pigeon for example, you
could start off with “the
dirty pigeon”. After you add
an adjective, try to de-
scribe the adjective with
another adjective. You
could now write, “The
proud, dirty pigeon.” Don't
forget to separate adjec-
tives with commas.

After you choose your ad-
jectives, you need to get
out your thesaurus. The
previous example, “the
proud, dirty pigeon” could
turn into,” the triumphant,
filthy pigeon” and your writ-
ing already sounds much
better. Now that you know
how to use adjectives,
don’t abuse them. Being
redundant or repetitive or

randomly adding adjec-
tives in any sentence
makes your writing a com-
plete mess. Try to focus on
creating visualizations,
rather than using so-called
“big words” to sound
smart.

Another good addition to
writing is adding dialogue.
Dialogue helps the reader
interpret the character’s
personality and keeps the
story interesting. While
writing dialogue you need
to, obviously, use quota-
tion marks and create a
new paragraph whenever
there is a new speaker.
Try to make the quotes
sound realistic and fit in
with the time period about
which you are writing. If it's
medieval, there is no way
you could make someone
say, “Hey, let’s order a
pizza!” because that not
only defies common sense
but it's strange. Try to
keep that type of dialogue
in a very modern setting.

| hope you learned some-
thing and will improve your
writing.

Don't be
annoyingly

vague!

The World Book by Aurora Pover

In every library in the
nation you are likely to
find a set of World Book
encyclopedia. Encyclo-
pedia are impossible to
miss. The spines line up
to create a huge picture
called a spinescape.
Have you ever won-
dered where they get

the idea for the spine
scenes?

Check out
www.vote.worldbook.com

to find more information.
You can vote for the pic-
ture on the next set of
encyclopedias. Four
choices are available.

One represents global
problems, two more rep-
resent world hunger and
child obesity, and the
last represents famous
figures throughout his-
tory. So, if you want to
see your mark in the
media center or
library... go online, vote!
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