
hit song “Who Says You 
Can’t Go Home” the offi-
cial state song of New 
Jersey. Our state is the 
only state in [cont’d page 6] 

by Mrs. Hall’s, Mrs. Balsys’s 
and Mrs. Gethard’s Civics 
students 
Senator Raymond 
Lesniak, Democrat from 

Union, NJ, visited our 
school on Thursday,  
October 25, 2007. He 
spoke about our petition 
to make Jon Bon Jovi’s 

SENATOR  LESNIAK  VISITS  
PINELANDS  REGIONAL  JUNIOR H IGH SCHOOL �
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October 18, 2007, was 
World Water Monitor-
ing Day. Star*GATE 
students in 7th and 8th 
grades went to Batsto, 
where they were met 
by Public Events Spe-
cialist Joel Mott, to 

participate in six activi-
ties or stations. 
At one station, stu-
dents observed how 
the sawmill was oper-
ated and learned when 
it was founded.  The 
sawmill was built at 

Batsto for a few rea-
sons. First, was the 
sparkling, unpolluted 
water that residents 
could drink and use to 
power the mill. The 
land had many trees to 

[continued on page 4]�

� � � 

 �� �� � � 
� �� ��
 � � � � �� � � � �� � � � � �� � 
 ��

� ������� �	

� �� ��
�� ����� ��
� �	 �

� �	 �� �� � � ��� �� � � � � �� �	 �	 � � � �

· ��������	 �
 	 ��
 	 ����
 ��� ��� ������� �������	 �� �� �

· ��������	 �
 	 ��
 	 ����
 ��� ��� ������� �������	 �� �� �

· ��������	 �
 	 ��
 	 ����
 ��� ��� ������� �������	 �� �� �

· ��������	 �
 	 ��
 	 ����
 ��� ��� ������� �������	 �� �� �

� � ��� 	 � �� �� � �� ��	 � �

�
� ���� �� � ��� �
� ������ � �

2 
2 

� � 

�� � � � � �
� �

�� �

2 


 ��� � � �� � �
� � � 
�� � � �

3 

� ����� ��� � � 4 

� � 
� 
�� ��
� � 5 

� ������
 � �

 ����� �� � � �

6 

� � 	 �� � � � � � �� �� � �� �
� � �	 � 	� � � �

· ���
���
��������������������	
���
� �
���������������	���� �
� �����	���������
�
· �
��������� ����������
�

�������
� ������	����
��������
������������
���������������
���������������
����
����������

· �������	�� ����������
� !�
������"�	����#��������

��$����%��
����������������������	����	�� �

��������������� !�"�#$���� ���%�&'� ���
��������� ��$��

�����������	
���
���������
�
���������������������� ���	��������
��������������������
��������������������������	������������������ ����� !�"����
���������������������������
������������������
��������#����������������������� ��������	!�$�����������
�����������������
�������� �����������������
����
��������!�$���%�	�� 
�
�������&�

��� � ������ �� �������� ���	
����	
����	
����	
� ���� ��� � ��

��

��

��

 ����



by George Storms 

Habitat for Humanity is 
trying to raise money to 
build homes for the home-
less.  We need a lot of 
people to donate soda 
tabs for Habitat. We are 
collecting soda tabs to 
raise cash. The money is 
used to build homes for 
the homeless and for the 
poor. We do this to help 
people who really need a 
home. Habitat for Human-
ity helps people in need. 

 

HABITAT  FOR HUMANITY  �

Freedom of Speech 
to offend someone, or 
even everyone. I practice 
respect when doing so, 
because everyone is enti-
tled to their beliefs and 
opinions, and no one is 
ever wrong for that.  
There is a problem that I 
have had in school though, 
and surprisingly it involves 
this paper. I am not one to 
write a lot, and when I do it 
is usually just me ranting in 
a notebook. On the rare 
occasions that I decide to 
write something for some-
one else to see, it is non-
fiction and always strongly 
opinionated. Sadly though, 
few articles of mine make 
it into ��������	
��
�
���� because of being 
considered too controver-
sial.  When I write the 
same is true. So here we 
are, me voicing yet an-
other opinion. I would 
hope for the school to be-
come a little more lenient 
in the content of ����

����	
���
��� . I am not 
asking to allow cursing, or 
other inappropriate con-
tent, all I ask is that we 
have the freedom to write 
about whatever we please. 
Things on the news are 
controversial, and I feel 
that most children over ten 
have at least seen 
glimpses of it. So why 
can’t our paper contain 
some more controversial 
things? I want students to 
be able to be informed. If 
you agree with me, leave a 
note in the comment box in 
the JHS Media Center, or 
tell your friends and teach-
ers. Thank you for reading!  

by Randi Lyons 
It’s part of the Bill of 
Rights, and yet here we 
are today, being denied 
freedom of speech. Free-
dom of speech is an 
amendment that has often 
been hidden behind when 
people are obnoxiously 
raunchy, or say whatever 
pops into their head, but 
that is not how it was in-
tended. Freedom of 
speech was supposed to 
be an amendment that 
gave Americans the right 
to speak their opinions. To 
be able to speak out 
against what they think is 
wrong, unlike in the colo-
nies where you were per-
secuted for saying any-
thing against England.  
I love to exercise my right 
to free speech, and not 
just for the sake of it. I 
have strong opinions on 
just about any topic and I 
am usually glad to voice 
them, even if I do happen 

FREEDOM OF 
SPEECH WAS 

SUPPOSED TO BE 
AN AMENDMENT 

THAT GAVE 
AMERICANS THE 
RIGHT TO SPEAK 
THEIR OPINIONS. �
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By Natalie Barillaro 
For the November issue of 
The Wildcat Press , I 
would like to write about 
respect. Respect is, in my 
opinion, the most impor-
tant pillar of character. 
What would happen if no 
one had respect for any-
one else? 
For one thing, disrespect-
ful people are unpleasant 
to be around. Have you 
ever had a friend who liked 
to call you names or bully 
you? Situations like that 
are rare, but they do hap-

pen. If it’s happened to 
you, I don’t think you ap-
preciated it. So if you want 
to make friends, being re-
spectful is the best way to 
do it. 
Everyone is deserving of 
respect. It’s important to 
treat everyone as you want 
to be treated. When you’re 
going to a job interview or 
where you know you’re 
going to meet new people, 
your first impression is the 
most important thing. Be-
ing respectful is the best 
way to give a good impres-

sion. 
How do you go about be-
ing respectful? If your par-
ents have ever taught you 
about the ”golden rule,” 
you’ve already learned 
everything you need to 
know about respect. If you 
don’t want people talking 
about you behind your 
back, don’t gossip about 
other people. 
Respect is a very impor-
tant part of doing well in 
life. Respect will help you 
in both your social and 
work life.� 

I won’t let it lie and sit and 
just stare right up at me  
Waiting for something 
more than empty wishes 
and thoughtless dreams 
Of how things should end 
up better than they always 
seem to be  
With all the useless possi-
bilities 
That never seem to mean 
a thing to me 
Other than lost in a field  
Of what used to be my life 

It seems to sit, just lying 
there 
Waiting, reaching for me 
I just stand there wonder-
ing 
Who would ever want to 
lean on me 
Depend on me 
Want to deal with me 
And all the useless possi-
bilities 
That never seem to 
amount to anything 
I don’t want to be anything  

and my world 
I used to just drive it all 
Until one day it just went 
away  
And I faded into what used 
to be a darkness 
Just the dark void of what I 
was missing  
It consumed and inspired 
all that I say and write now  
And it never seems to 
make any sense  
And it’s just this emptiness 

EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK : RESPECT�

Emptiness by Brandi Hein 

Snowy Day Movies by Sophie Greenberg 

donkey, and a mean prince. 
Yeah, that’s really about it. 
The ogre and the donkey go 
on an adventure… If I tell you 
more, it’ll ruin the movie.  
Finding Nemo  is about a 
clownfish with a bad fin who 
gets trapped in a fish tank in 
Australia. Nemo’s father looks 
for him with the help of an-
other fish with short term 
memory loss.  
In Corpse Bride , a boy 
named Victor is to marry a girl 
named Victoria (original 
right?) and gets married, acci-

dentally, to a dead woman! 
He must try to get out of this 
shaky marriage.  
In Monsters Inc.  there’s a 
world of monsters and, as a 
job, they collect screams from 
sleeping children whom they 
scare. Two monsters, Mike 
and Sully, let a small girl into 
the world of monsters. How 
do they get her back to her 
home? 
Yes, they’re kind of old, but 
they’re really good and funny! 
I hope these movies help to 
cure your boredom. 

In November and early De-
cember when it’s snowing, 
you’re bound to go outside 
and run around, have fun, 
and freeze. When you get 
inside, have your cocoa, then 
you’re bored, right? So what 
do you do? Well, with my list 
of movies, you’ll have a lot of 
fun! Shrek , Finding Nemo , 
Corpse Bride , and Monsters 
Inc .; yes, these movies are 
for small children, but they 
are funny… right? 
Shrek  is a movie with an 
ogre, a princess, a talking 

IT’S IMPORTANT 
TO TREAT 
EVERYONE  

AS  
YOU  

WANT TO BE 
TREATED. �
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Of all aspects in a per-
son of good character, 
respect is truly the most 
valuable.�



by Melissa Cramer 

�At PRJHS there are many 
different teachers and a lot of 
different ways to teach civics. 
One way students like to be 
educated is by working on 
projects. Our class made pro-
jects about immigration.  Mrs. 
Flanagan gave students an 
assignment about old and 
new immigrants. We wrote 
details about the immigrants’ 
trips to the United States, 
what happened after their 
arrival, and additional fun 
facts.  If you want to find out 
more about immigration, visit 
Mrs. Flanagan’s room. 

chest waders and went 
seining in the lake.  
Many different species 
were caught, from eels 
to water spiders.   
Another corresponding 
lesson taught about wa-
ter pH and turbidity. As 
an accent to this lesson, 
students tested wet soil 
by the lake for pH and 
various other things. 
The soil was put into 
water with solutions to 
show acidity and alkalin-
ity.  Water turned fluo-
rescent colors depend-
ing on the level of min-

use for building and cut 
to sell. 
Students saw a presen-
tation about artifacts 
and aquifers. An aquifer 
is an area of sand that 
has water stored in be-
tween the soil particles.  
 Water is blocked by 
clay underneath so it 
can’t percolate away. 
Several artifacts from 
Native Americans were 
found in the Pinelands. 
A demonstration 
showed students how 
arrowheads were found. 
Next, students donned 

erals in the water. 
In the nature center, stu-
dents learned about the 
rare and endangered 
species near Batsto of 
the Pinelands . They 
also learned about the 
artesian well outside the 
Nature Center.  An arte-
sian well is water from 
an aquifer that is driven 
up through the ground 
by pressure. 
 

OLD  AND  NEW IMMIGRANTS �
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MANY DIFFERENT 
SPECIES WERE 
CAUGHT, FROM 
EELS TO WATER 

SPIDERS.  �
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Stereotypes, we all know 
them: Emo, Prep, Jock, 
Goth, Punk, Nerd,  
etcetera. 
Why do we need stereo-
types? Why categorize 
people?  We aren’t soup 
cans, and I am absolutely 
positive that most people 
do not fit into just one  
label. Just because a per-
son listens to a type of 
music or wears certain 
clothes, or even acts a 
certain way, doesn’t mean 
that’s who they are. I listen 
to a variety of music, wear 
a few different styles of 
clothes, and I know I act 
different ways around dif-
ferent people. Yet I con-

tinue to be labeled. Defi-
nitely try to get past labels, 
and to actually know a per-
son before you guess who 
they are. I know some 
cheerleader type girls who 
are very intelligent and 
love to read. I know some 
football players who do 
have a sensitive side. I 
know some drama kids 
who are the coolest people 
on Earth, but… people 
who judge them based on 
activities, clothes, and mu-
sical tastes, would never 
know who they really are. 
So next time you’re at the 
mall, don’t even think 
about who a person proba-
bly is, when you see them  

South, 
Staying away from cold’s 
great mouth. 
That will soon engulf all of 
us, 
Right now it’s just  
Approaching full thrust. 
So now I lay in the dead-
ening grass, 
Reminiscing about every-
thing, even my past. 
A shallow beat of winter 
drums, 
Heard in the distance. 

The leaves on the trees fall 
to the ground, 
Silently without a sound. 
Changing from red,  
orange, and yellow, 
Making things seem so 
mellow. 
Then they die and decay, 
Now they are brown today. 
A constant reminder of life 
for me, 
And to never restrict me 
from being free. 
The birds fly from here to 

Here it comes! 
Slowly as this scenery 
turns, 
I’m not going to miss those 
awful sunburns. 
Yet I feel remorse for  
losing summer’s heat, 
But I’m glad it’s autumn,  
for it simply can’t be beat. 
So bye-bye, summer and 
hello, fall, 
Coldness, colored leaves, 
and all. 

Tired of Stereotypes by Randi Lyons 

The Changing Season by Devin Otten 
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PEOPLE WHO 
JUDGE THEM 

BASED ON 
ACTIVITIES, 

CLOTHES, AND 
MUSICAL 

TASTES, WOULD 
NEVER KNOW 

WHO THEY 
REALLY ARE. �

	 �
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 � � �

wearing specific clothes. 
Don’t be afraid to shop in 
stores where none of your 
friends do, when you see 
something cool. Don’t be 
afraid to step out of your 
stereotype. If we do this 
together, we unite against 
judgmental people. I also 
want you for one day to 
dress in something you 
wouldn’t normally wear, 
something another label 
might wear, and then go 
somewhere where nobody 
knows you, and see if you 
get treated differently than 
normal.  
You may be surprised.  
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Do you want to read stories written by your peers,  
about issues that really matter to you? 

Do you need extra credit in English class? 
 Submit your original poetry, articles, comics, short stories,  

cartoons, manga, novellas, photos and drawings  to 
Wildcatpress@prsdnj.org 
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day become a law. We 
are excited and enthusi-
astic about learning the 
political process with our 
teachers and Senator 
Lesniak.�

only state in the nation 
that does not have a state 
song. Our civics class 
proposed the idea to As-
semblyman Brian Rumpf 
last spring. Senator 
Lesniak expressed a de-
sire to propose the state 
song this past summer. 
Senator Lesniak is now 
working with us to write a 
bill that will hopefully one 
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